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Dear Mr. Terry,

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE and
PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

Conservation District Use Application (CDUA) File No. OA-3698
(BOARD Permit)

This acknowledges the receipt and acceptance for the processing of your client’s Conservation District
Use Application (CDUA) for the proposed Waimalu Nature Center and Zipline Canopy Tour at Waimalu,
Honolulu District, 0’ahu, TMK (1) 9-8-073:00 1. The project area is in the Resource and General
Subzones of the State Land Use Conservation District.

The 447-acre parcel lies above the residential Royal Summit and Newtown residential subdivisions. The
uplands are part of the shield stage of the Ko’olau Volcano, and contain many steep areas and smaller
valleys. The valley floors are dry, with no evidence of permanent or intermittent stream channels.

The vegetation is a mix of shrubland and non-native forest. The most common native trees are ‘öhi’a
lehua (Metrosideros polymorpha) and koa (Acacia koa). There is a relatively high diversity of smaller
native trees, shrubs, vines, and ferns. These include ‘aki’a, ‘uhaloa, pukiawe, a’ali’i, naupaka,
sandalwood, kopiko, alahe’e, uluhe, and pala’a. No native birds were sited during biological surveys,
although the 0’ ahu ‘amakihi (Hemignathus flavus) were heard, and ‘apapane (Hin2atione sanguinea) are
believed to frequent the area in to the seasons. Critical habitat for the endangered ‘elepaio (Chasiempis
ibidis) is found mauka of the project area.

Although no listed or threatened species were found in the proposed project area, the applicant lists a
number of mitigation measures they will follow to minimize potential risk to seabirds, bats, and snails.

The only developed infrastructure on the parcel is a dirt access road and Hawaiian Electric Company’s
(HECO) 138kV towers and power lines. Unimproved and unofficial mountain bike and hiking trails also
run along the ridgeline.

The landowner currently posts ‘no trespassing’ signs on the property; however, they have not enforced
this in the past. The area is visited by an average of 35 people per day. most of who appear to come from
the nearby area. These include hikers, mountain and motor-cross bikers, 4 wheelers, paint ball players,
hunters, cultural practitioners, and commercial lei makers.

The applicant proposes to construct a nature center / way station and zipline course on a portion of the
property. The 1200 square-foot nature center is proposed for a location 700 feet mauka of the terminus of
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Ka’ahele Street. The seven-run zipline course is proposed along a stretch of land running from 0.7 to 1.2
miles mauka of the terminus.

An off-site intake center will gather participants to transport them to the park. Alternatively, vans might
pick up visitors at their hotels or similar locations. The park will not allow direct pedestrian, bike, or
private vehicle access, effectively closing the area to unauthorized users. The applicant estimates that the
park will generate 23 round-trip van trips per day, and ten round-trips by security, management, and
associated personnel.

Passengers will be dropped off at the proposed nature center / way station, and then transported further
mauka using utility vehicles (UTVs). The way station will have 10 parking stalls, storage for the UTVs,
composting toilets, a 24-hour security operations center, and a wash-up area for UTVs.

The zipline course will require between 13 and 14 sending and receiving platforms. Their construction
will require grubbing and grading on approximately 0.1 acres in total. The course will be set along the
slopes of the ridges, at elevations ranging from 885 feet to 1130 feet above sea level. The course will be
non-mechanized, and each segment will start and end on a raised platform. A typical platform is
supported by four poles, uses an area of approximately fifteen by fifteen feet, and is elevated between
four and ten feet off the ground.

Grey water from the way station will be stored and used for landscaping. The use of photovoltaic systems
will be explored. Electric and telephone CATV lines will be run along the access road on overhead poles,
or buried.

Construction activities include paving 700 linear feet of the existing 4WD road; clearing and grading the
area for the way station; constructing any needed stormwater or retention ponds at the station; and drilling
holes for the zipline platform poles. The platforms proposed for the east side of the valley are accessible
by the existing unpaved 4WD road. The road will be stabilized, but not widened. The platforms proposed
for the west side are connected by an existing trail that follows a former unpaved road. The trail will by
widened through hand clearing and limited grubbing to eight-feet in width. No grading or machine
clearing will be required.

Additional permits will be required rom the Department of Planning and Permitting (grading and building
permits), the State Department of Health (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit), and
possibly the Board of Water Supply (water supply approval).

The applicant has stated that they will provide access to the area for registered members of the Newtown
Estates Community Association (NECA), and will reserve six parking stalls for their use. The landowner
also intends to continue its arrangement with the O’ahu Pig Hunters Association to allow its members to
traverse the property. Cultural practitioners who request to access the property for gathering purposes will
be able to arrange to access the existing 4WD access road and park at the way station. The Nature
Conservancy and the Division of Forestry and Wildlife will maintain their permission to traverse the
property for conservation-related activities.

After reviewing the application, the Department finds that:

1. The proposed use is an identified land use in the Resource subzone of the Conservation District,
pursuant to §13-5-24, HawaIi Administrative Rules (I-JAR), R-8, BOTM.JICAL GARDENS,
PRIVATE PARKS, AND NATURE CENTERS (D- 1), For a profit or non-profit establishmentfeaturing
plants or other natural resources and offering tours or other nature-based, outdoors educational
and recreational activities, priniarily during daylight hours. Facilities ma); include access road,
restrooms, shelters, and not more than one structure for housing, administration, and
maintenance no! to exceed 1,200 square feet, under a management plan approved simultaneously
with the permit, is also required..

This use requires a permit from the Board of Land and Natural Resources, who have the final
authority to grant, modify, or deny any permit. This use also requires a management plan, which
will be presented to the Board along with the application.
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2. Pursuant to §13-5-40 of the HAR, a Public Hearing will be required. OCCL will work with the
applicant to arrange a time and place for the public hearing.

3. Pursuant to HAR §13-5-31 Permit applications, the permit requires that an environmental
assessment be carried out. The draft environmental assessment (DEA) for the project will be
submitted to the Office of Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) to be published in the January
23, 2014 edition of the Environmental Notice.

4. It is the applicant’s responsibility to comply with the provisions of Hawaii’s Coastal Zone
Management law (HRS Chapter 205A) pertaining to the Special Management Area (SMA)
requirements administered by the various counties.

Upon completion of the application review process, your client’s CDUA will be placed on the agenda of
the Board of Land and Natural Resources for their consideration. Should you have any questions
regarding this application, please contact Michael Cain of our Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands
Staff at 587-0048.

Sincerely,

William J. Aila, Chairperson
Department of Land and Natural Resources

C: Oahu Board Member
Office ofHawaiian Affairs
OEQC/DOH
Board of Water Supply
DLNR — Land Division, Historic Preservation, DOFA W, DOARE
O ‘ahu Pig Hunters Association
Hawai i Trail and Mountain Club
Neighborhood Board No. 20- ‘Aiea
Newtown Estates Community Association
Department ofPlanning and Permitting
Hawai i State Library
The Honorable K. Mark Takai
The Honorable David Y. Ige
Byron Park, Jerry Matsuda, Roy Ishikawa, Steven Tanaka


